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WHAT IS THE 
PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA? 


The Porsche Club of America is a national, 
one-marque club. Its Objectives are basically: 
to Foster and Share the enjoyment of owning 
and driving a Porsche, to improve factory 
and dealer relationships, to share technical 
knowledge and information and to improve 
maintenance and service, to promote cour- 
tesy and safety on the road. 


MAX E. BUNNELL 
JOHN CASE 

EARL KIRSCHBAUM 
PHILIP TROTH 


“Any person 18 years of age or over, who 
owns or is a co-owner of a Porsche may 
become a member of the Porsche Club of 
America upon presentation of an executed 
application, payment of dues and accept- 
ance by the membership committee.” Mem- 
bers receive a membership card, the monthly 
club publication Porsche Panorama and a 
Roster of club members. 


Porsche owners anywhere may become 
members of PCA. If residing in an area 
where there is a Chartered PCA Region, they 
are alsa required to join that PCA Regional 
Club. Membership categories are: Active, 
Family, Associate and Honorary. For addi- 
tional information contact the pertinent ad- 
dresses listed on this page. 
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PORSCHERING IS FOR 


Perhaps no other article ever published in 
Panorama has aroused as much reaction from 
PCA members as the one in Vol. II, No. 12; 
entitled “Porschering is a State of Mind.” If it 
were obviously written in a light vein like the 
only other anonymous article ever to appear in 
Panorama (“Musings of a Porsche Widow,” 
Vol. I, No. 3; this one deserves reprinting for 
our many new members) we would all have 
enjoyed it, but it contained many barbs which 
deserve an answer. Let’s analyze its contents. 


First, our author complains about the fre- 
quency of oil leaks, overfilling of the stearing 
gear box with consequences, unavailability of 
80 wt. oil, etc. Any complicated new piece of 
machinery deserves frequent service, checks, 
tightening, and adjustment in its early life by 
people who thoroughly understand what they 
are doing. Many of the complaints leveled at 
our beloved Beetles merely reflect on ourselves 
for not obtaining the right kind of service when 
they need it. In the early days, good authorized 
service was a problem, but in most instances 
this is no longer a valid excuse. One wonders 
how many of our troubles have been self-inflicted 
by attempting things we weren’t up to or neglect- 
ing them altogether. Those of us who love to do 
all our own work should realize that “because 
of an ill-fitting shoe, the horse may be lost.” 


As far as the “brakes” complaint goes, one 
wonders if Mr. Anonymous has read the techni- 
cal articles on brakes in Panorama. At the low 
mileage described, the linings haven’t yet seated 
and a little patience, adjustment, and proper 
usage pays off. The diagnosis “Out of Round” 
sounds as if it might have come from a Detroit 
Iron Shop Foreman (a real square) who hasn’t 
lifted a wrench in years and is obviously look- 
ing for an expensive repair job for his boys. 


The alleged appetite for spark plugs deserves 
a little mathematics. A 4-cylinder engine run- 
ning at 4000 rpm fires 4 plugs the same number 
of times that 8 plugs fire in a V8 at the same 
speed. Thus, you would expect only half the 
service life from the 4’s plugs, yet with ‘cleaning, 
testing, gapping, proper fuel adjustment, and 
good driving habits (no lugging) they last as 
long as those in the V8. 


Much of the article is taken up with raving 
about the speedster’s problems. Let’s face it; 
no open roadster has or ever will be built that 
will be as satisfactory in the “dry department” 
as a closed car. The top and sidecurtains on any 
make of roadster are merely after-thoughts to be 
used when you have to take your mother-in-law 
to the train. The real out-door fiend with a 
roadster usually drives through all kinds of 
weather with top down and tonneau cover only 


SOME MINDS ONLY 


as needed. For a small fraction of the price of 
a plastic top, side curtain modifications and re- 
placements, one can purchase suitable garments 
that make him impervious to any kind of 
weather. It is for these “Nature Boys” alone, 
that any roadster was designed. Side curtains 
were not made to deteriorate under the sun’s 
glow. 


The criticism about the headliner in the coupe 
coming unglued may be a just one. I wouldn’t 
know, since mine is ancient and has a cloth 
headliner. Remember, the Germans haven’t had 
nearly as much experience as Detroit has had 
with sticking things together with glue; frankly, 
I hope they never do obtain it. I also hope 
they never learn about staples or sheet metal 
screws. 


Herbert Dramm is quoted “In the newy model 
we fix.” Let us not forget that no intricate 
mechanical mechanism has ever been built that 
was not improved upon. Our own B-47’s and 52’s 
go through modifications like Manville does 
wives. Happily for us poor pushers of older 
Beetles, most of these improvements can be in- 
cluded when the original part is tired. That is 
something that is too often not true with other 
Marques. If it couldn’t be modified and im- 
proved upon, it wasn’t worth building in the 
first place. 


Most of us Porsche pushers of some years 
have experienced moments (usually about 2:30 
A.M. when covered with grease) when we had 
qualms about our loved one; but likewise most 
of us past the honeymoon stage have had similar 
qualms about our wives; yet, we realize that 
“that is life,” and never seriously consider chang- 
ing Marques in either case. The good far out- 
balances the bad. 


Interestingly enough, the anonymous author 
reveals a lot about his own mind, providing he 
meant what he wrote. The conclusion is obvious; 
“Porschering is for certain minds,” not for his. 
A Porsche, and to a great extent any sports car, 
can only be appreciated, enjoyed and used by a 
mind that is atune to it. A sports car is more 
nearly a thoroughbred. A thoroughbred is ex- 
pected to require a background of knowledge 
and appreciation for what it is, and also the 
know how to care for and handle it. If you have 
this, in return you reap joys, experiences, per- 
formance, and satisfaction that you could not 
obtain from anything but a thoroughbred. If 
you don’t have this, the thoroughbred is a dis- 
appointment. I know of no other thoroughbred 
sports car which is generally more reliable and 
not consistently given to major troubles than 
the Porsche. It is a forgiving car and all it 
asks is a fair shake on our part. 

Gene Rideout 
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The Sleeper 


Beware all PCAers! If you ever come across 
a Maroon 1953 1500 Normal convertible with 
Ohio license plates H-501-U, let it go right on 
by because that’s the “Sleeper.” 


About 2 months ago, rumors started flowing 
into Pano about a Porsche from Ohio that was 
supposed to be a real bomb. Your editor took 
the attitude, “This I have to see and drive” .. . 
so, at 4 A. M. on February 8th a silver Porsche 
coupe rolled onto the Pennsylvania Turnpike. 
The crew consisted of the Editor, Bill Baker and 
various cameras, many note pads, and lots of 
war stories to while away the many hours of 
driving. Destination—Poland, Ohio. 


Around noon, after having lunch, we arrived 
at 27 Nesbitt Drive and first saw the words, 
“Porsche, Supercharged, 1500” in a white ga- 
rage in back of the house. Just an ordinary 
Porsche convertible from outward appearances 
but the above words promised something far 
from the ordinary. 


After introductions, we opened the engine deck 
and started into the goodies. 


The engine in the “Sleeper” is a 1500 N with 
93,000 miles, approximately 65,000 miles have 
been put on this engine under the friendly per- 
suasion of a 1500 cc Pepco Supercharger, orig- 
inally built for an MG. The heads are fully 
ported and liquid honed; intake valves are stock, 
but exhaust valves are 3/16” domed cobalt 
chrome which have been stress relieved in a fur- 
nace and then finished by the “Keeper.” All 
valves are ground in with diamend dust. The 
rest of the engine is factory stock and still orig- 
inal equipment. The “Sleeper’s” pressure plate 
has been modified and beefed up. Do you have 
spark plug problems, cousins? . . . not this bomb. 
There’s 60,000 miles on the Lodge CNP plati- 
num point plugs. Every so often they are pulled 
out, cleaned by liquid honing, degaped to .027 
and put right back to fire away. Valves are set 
at .004 in. intake and .006 in. exhaust and the 
points are gapped at .016 in. Timing is set at 
3 degrees advance, this is retarded over stock 
setting, naturally, because of the blower. Oilzum 
30 Wt. non-detergent oil is used all year round. 


After taking many pictures, we replaced the 
engine deck and went for a ride. I noticed the 
gear shift lever twisted like a pretzel, but this 
seemed to be shaped to suit the owner’s taste. 
On the dash we could see a combination vacuum 
and pressure gauge. There was a 3-way valve 
which enabled the driver to check either bank 
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THE “SLEEPER” 





and It’s “KEEPER” 








or both banks together. We were told that the 
supercharger RPM was 1.715 to 1; upon trial 
and error this was found to be the best speed 
as it gives 114 psi at 1000 rpm, 3 psi at 2000 
rpm, and then tapers off to 5 psi at 5000 rpm 
and up. Our fuel was being supplied by a 
Bendix electric fuel pump into a Holley carbu- 
retor from a Ford Six. 


With the “Take it out fellows” after our in- 
doctrination ride, your editor with Bill Baker 
for ballast started looking for a back road to 
run some acceleration tests. 


Combine neck snapping acceleration with the 
light handling of a 1500 and you have a running 
machine. This was one clutch which you had to 
slam to the floor . . . no lady’s wagon this. 


We finally located a road with a 60 mph limit 
that would allow us to make our 0-60 runs. 
We first followed the procedure of going out to 
5000 rpm and shift to second, then out again to 


The “‘Office’’: Note Beautiful Radius Bends 
of Manifolding, Holley Carb, Mallory Coil 
and Bendix Fuel Pump 













































5000 rpm and shift to third, on up to 60 mph... 
our time—l1l seconds. We had been told that 
the car would do 0 - 60 in 8 seconds. After some 
deep thinking and the remembrance of the 
“Keeper’s” statement that she would go to 6000 
rpm, we developed a new technique. Clutch in, 
gear shift lever in lst gear, rev up to 3000, blip 
the engine, count one, two, three then go. . . 
mash the throttle to the floor, shift to second 
around 5000 . . . down to the floor again with 
the throttle and wind out to 60 in second gear 
... the tachometer reads 5800 rpm, no valve float 
and at 60 we shifted to third to take the load 
off the engine . . . time—10 seconds. Try again 
the same procedure . . . this time—9.8 seconds. 
Remember, the car hadn’t been specially tuned 
up and there were those 93,000 miles on the 
business office. 


On the way back to the garage, we made a 
test in 3rd gear from 50 to 70 mph to see how 
we would fair in passing situations. How’s 6.4 
seconds for some moving? 


The “Keeper’s” simple explanation for all of 
this, “When I go, I want to go.” 


a6 


The ‘‘Kompressor’’, Notice Blower- 
Manifold . . . weight, 19 ounces. 
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The Sleeper's Keeper 


PCAers everywhere, let us introduce you to 
HARRY MERSHIMER, 27 Nesbitt Drive, Po- 
land, Ohio, the “Mr. Porsche” of the Pennsyl- 
vania-Ohio area. Harry is a young man of 58 
who has been working with tools and machines 
since he was twelve years old. Now employed 
as a machine shop superintendent in Youngs- 
town, Ohio, this mechanical genius is quite a 
man. Take a 151 lb. solid block of aluminum 
billet and machine a manifold weighing 1 lb. 
3 oz... . this, Harry did. Take 50-thousand- 
weld aluminum and make those beautiful, gentle 
radius bends in your manifold pipes and then 
machine solid nickel adapters to the manifold... 


this, Harry did. 


Harry, in 1939, built his house in Poland, 
Ohio. Also in the past are stints as an automo- 
bile dealer, amateur flyer and the days of the 
midget race cars. 


Every summer Mr. and Mrs. Mershimer jump 
into the “Sleeper” and go out to Colorado for 
their vacation. One year, in Terra Haute, In- 
diana, the Porsche said good-bye to its clutch 
cable. Having no replacement, Harry drove on 
to Colorado, then up to see the start of the Con- 
tinental Divide Rally and back to Denver. About 
this time, the “Keeper” decided he better get a 
cable. The strangest thing is that Mrs. M. didn’t 
know this had been going on. Harry didn’t want 
to worry the Mrs. 


In 1953, Mr. and Mrs. Mershimer drove up 
to a local sports car dealer in their super- 
charged MG. There they took their first look 
at what is now the “Sleeper.” Mrs. Mershimer 
asked if the Porsche convertible had roll up win- 
dows, and when told that it did, she said to 
Harry, “This is what we want.” Harry had never 
seen a Porsche before, but it was a nice little 
car and “Mom” liked those windows, so he made 
a deal. There began this story of a man and 
his car. 
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Harry makes an Extra Venturi 





The Keeper checks his Modified Solex 40 
PBIC Carb; Note Modification to Accom- 
modate the Hellings Air Cleaner. 


The urge to also supercharge the Porsche 
came and then started the long hours of “seek- 
ing nothing less than perfection.” Five mani- 
folds have been made in the process. First, a 
Zenith carburetor from an International truck 
was tried, then the Ford Holly carburetor and 
finally Harry worked with a Solex 40 PBIC car- 
buretor. The Solex set-up with 180 air correc- 
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tion, 125 main jet and 1 mm smaller than stock 
Venturi, Harry feels, is the best for performance, 
but winter brings terrific icing up problems. In 
the winter the modified Ford Holly carburetor 
goes on and away we go. 


On the 1500, the man who assembled the en- 
gine put his initials on it. Harry says you can’t 
go wrong with an engine put together by G. R. 


During our stay, we were taken down to the 
cellar in the Mershimer home. There, in a little 
room in one corner is the “Keeper’s” den, com- 
plete with lathe drill, press, dial indicators, and 
many special tools for making Porsche repairs 
much simpler. Here also, all the steel pulleys for 
the blower set-up were made. Aluminum pulleys 
hadn’t been satisfactory so Harry machined the 
steel pulleys which are as light as the aluminum 
ones were. 


After talking PCA and Porsches far into the 
night, the two visitors caught a few hours sleep 
and at 4 A. M. Sunday were awakened by the 
amazing Mr. Mershimer who made us some 
breakfast and bid us a safe trip back to Penn- 
sylvania. The reason for the early rising . . . 
we had to make a rally back in Pa. at noon. 
Needless to say, we arrived in time and then 
settled down to a nice quiet 22 mph average 
speed. 


Our thanks to you, Mr. and Mrs. Mershimer, 
for providing a wonderful visit and story for 
Pano. 


Editor's Note: Harry Mershimer is very inter- 
ested in forming a local region in the Youngs- 
town-Pittsburgh area. He has already gotten 
local PCAers together for two meetings in North 
Lima, Ohio. If you are a PCAer, own a Porsche, 
curious about Porsches or just want to talk 
Porsches, contact the “Keeper”, Harry Mershi- 
mer, 27 Nesbitt Drive, Poland, Ohio. 


Some Comments from 
Harry Mershimer 


“Check your balance tubes . . . loose or cracked 
balance tubes can burn up pistons . . . get too 
much air ... run lean. Put clamps on your 
balance tubes. 

“Don’t balance the back wheels on a motor 
driven device . . . you will be buying parts . . 
balance on the front wheels.” 


“You can use 46-48 Chevrolet bumpers on 
the Porsche if you want stronger bumpers. On 
the front bumper, cut 15” out, weld together 
and redrill holes. For the rear, cut 514” and 
do as above. Braze all holes closed, then re- 
chrome.” 


“I firmly believe in the Unisyn for synchro- 
nizing carburetors.” 


“027 in. is best plug gap for all Porsches, 


modified or normal. ... drift to page 8 


PCA RALLY TO STUTTGART 
AND MERAN UNDER WAY 


It’s getting LATER! If you’re planning to go 
on the Tour to Meran, send in your Entry NOW! 
The DEADLINE is April 15. 


Incidentally, only PCA Members may go on 
this tour. So... if the better half is not now a 
member and intends to go, send Application for 
Family Membership. 


The Factory has come up with a Special deal 
on ordering new Porsches for the Meran Rally. 
There will be ONLY ONE way to order a car 


(instead of 2 as announced in Feb. Pano). 


The car must be ordered on a Special Order 
Form (we will forward to all Entries). This 
Order Form must be taken to your local Porsche 
Dealer no later than June 20. There will be 
NO DOWN PAYMENT required. Each member 
will then pay for his car in full in Stuttgart when 
he picks up his new Porsche. 


In this way, we can be assured of being al- 
lowed the $500 exemption per person on Duty. 


We hope to have some very special events 
lined up. One of them will be a stop at the 
Nurburgring . . . no races going on .. . but we 
will have an opportunity to run a few FAST laps 
. .. just HOW fast, in a newy car and not over 
3500 rpm we'll have to see . . . but at least we 
can christen our new beetles on the Ring. 


And we should bring home some QUICK cars 
. since a FAST break-in means a FAST car 


and this is particularly true of the Porsche. 


Entries for the big TOUR are coming in 
steadily . . . we’re not yet deluged . . . but En- 
tries ARE LIMITED. More next month. Ad- 
dress all inquiries about the PCA Rally to 
Stuttgart and Meran to: 


PCA Porsche Tours Inc. 
Wm. J. Sholar 

1542 Mt. Eagle Place 
Alexandria, Va. 


TIPS FOR TOURING 
(IN GERMANY ) 


For most of you, everything will be new... 
believe me, almost everything is different. You 
will find that you have to drive defensively, more 
so than anywhere in the world. Most of the acci- 
dents are caused by the “could not care less” 
mood of the drivers. 


For those who plan to pick up a new auto- 
mobile in Stuttgart, here are a few things that 
may be worth knowing. 


As long as you remain in Germany, you will 
find the excellent highways, the Autobahn. Those 
are the roads to stick to if you want to get to a 


place quickly. They connect most parts of the 
country. The longest one goes clear from Salz- 
burg, Austria; on to Munich, Stuttgart, Frank- 
fort, through the Ruhr area into Hanover and 
Berlin. There are first class rest-houses and 
motels every 60 miles or so . . . gas stations about 
40 miles from each other . . . no speed limits, 
but a few things to remember. We drive dif- 
ferently, most people go floorboard on the Auto- 
bahn . . . wide open. The speed is usually just 
set by the top cruising speed of your automobile. 
Next thing to know—trucks. Far more trucks, 
with trailers, than you are used to . . . plus one 
bad habit . . . they pull out to the left without 
giving you a warning. You come along at 90 to 
100 mph and one of those trucks throws his 
direction stick out right in front of you and 
pulls over . . . hit your brakes and pray, nothing 
else to do. Give him a warning .. . flash your 
lights in time and once he has noticed you, 
noticed your car, the Porsche, he will respect 
you and in most cases, will give you a sign to go 
on first. 


Something else to know . . . a Porsche usually 
is respected. Although some people think that 
all Porsche drivers are idiots, they still respect 
you. 


Around Cologne you will find the highway 
cops driving white Porsche convertibles. They'll 
blink at you and if you run into any trouble, 
they'll always help you. 


Once you get away from the Autobahns on 
the normal federal and state roads, you'll find 
that most of them are not the best in the world, 
but you get to see more of the country and the 
towns. There is no speed limit on these roads 
either. Since about four months ago, we have 
a limit in the towns of 50 kms, that’s 31 mph. 
There has been a lot of discussion and still is 
about this, but it’s a law. 


The police in most places are reasonable. 
At least, they have not got the attitude that 
you're a suspect because you own a fast car. 
It depends a little on the state, of course .. . 
Bavaria isn’t the best in the world, but usually 
you get away with a lot of little things because 
you own a Porsche . . . a policeman dreams, 
too, I guess. 


Especially being Americans, vou will find 
everybody helpful. In most places, people speak 
English, so you won’t have any difficulty with 
the language. 


One thing never forget . . . watch out more 
than ever, traffic over here is much more an 
improvisation than in the States. An: American 
is used to owning and driving automobiles since 
about thirty years. In Europe, owning a car 
was a luxury for a privileged few until ten years 
ago and the shoe does not fit well, yet. We have 
to get used to it, I guess. 

Pete Lindemann 








NEWS 


FROM THE REGIONS 


The CHIGAGO-MILWAUKEE REGION held 
their first meeting of °58 at the Rustic Manor in 
Gurnee, Illinois—a rallying point with plenty of 
atmosphere. BOB RESTEMEYER and navigator, 
EDDIE MOTTYS won the rally to the meeting 
followed by JIM and MARY ABBOTT. BOB 
SCHROEDER and GENE BUSSIAN showed 
films and slides to make it an enjoyable evening 
for the forty-three members and guests, who 
in spite of the weather and road conditions 
gathered at the Manor. This region certainly 
makes a 100% effort to keep Pano up on hap- 
penings . . . thanks, BUD BLAKE. 


DOCTOR AL SCHAEFER writes of two re- 
cent meetings of the CENTRAL NEW YORK 
REGION. The first, back in November, had as 
one of the features a “TABLE TOP RALLY,” 
the brainchild of JOE MARSEY, their Activities 
Chairman. Considering the fact that some of the 
members had traveled six hours just to get to 
the meeting, all the way from the northern 
Adirondaks, this exercise was oh, so strenuous. 
The “TABLE TOP RALLY” was a brilliant (for 
the originator, JOE MARSEY) debacle (for the 
entrants.) The locations visited (on paper) im- 
plicated by name most of our local PCAers, and 
the accuracy of odometer corrections was at the 
very least phenomenal . . . have YOU ever used 
a bent pipe-cleaner to measure accurate mileage? 


The second meeting in February, was held in 
Rochester, N. Y., at Fred Allen Motors. This 
was an afternoon of “Do it yourself” demonstra- 
tions: TONY SAUERS and JOE “RELIABLE” 
MARSEY almost completely dismantled a 
1500 N engine for the less enlightened people; 
KEN VARKER demonstrated the finer points 
(literally and figuratively) of ignition and car- 
buretor tuning and CLARENCE RUTBELL 
showed some of his “inventions” . . . a static 
and dynamic wheel balancer, a simple “toe-in” 
checker, a gadget for checking carburetor float 
levels and some other special tools for “der 
Porsche.” At the business meeting which fol- 
lowed, a site for the 1958 PORSCHE PARADE 
in the BINGHAMTON, N. Y., area was ap- 
proved, as well as commitments for consolidated 
motel accommodations. The national PCA presi- 
dent, MAX BUNNELL, and secretary, HANS 
FORSTER, both CENTRAL NEW YORK RE- 
GION members, were present and further discus- 
sion and pro-tem assignments concerning certain 
aspects of the 58 PARADE were made. Most of 
the gang went for a big steak dinner after this 
busy day. 


ALAN FINE, Richmond, Virginia, sends us 
the results of the overall point standings in the 


Virginia Motor Sport Club. PCAers FINE, 
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JACK LEWIS, and NANCY LEWIS, 2nd, 3rd, 
and 4th respectively. ALLAN says, “the word 
about PORSCHE has finally found its way into 


‘Conservative’ Richmond.” 


Out of the west comes the pony express with 
news from PAUL MADIGAN, SAN DIEGO RE- 
GION. In April, they are planning a four-day 
trip to Apple Valley for plenty of old fashioned 
relaxing. PAUL tells us, “In May we will make 
a breakfast run to Mt. Palomar and have a 
breakfast cook out. We will leave San Diego 
about two hours before sunrise and arrive on 
top of the mountain (6,000 plus feet) about sun- 
rise. This is one of the most breath-taking views 
in this part of the country and the last twenty 
miles look like pictures of the Raticosa and other 
choice spots on the Mille Miglia. A beautiful 
permanent picnic grounds make cooking the ham 
and eggs a real pleasure . . . the fire feels darn 
good at 5 A.M. This will be an annual affair 
and is one of the high spots of our year.” 


Shep Adkins reports on February 14th, a gen- 
eral meeting of the MASSACHUSETTS REGION 
was held at the home of MR. and MRS. BILL 
ROOS in Sharon, Massachusetts. Plans for fu- 
ture events to be held by the region were dis- 
cussed and it was decided that a “Social Skir- 
mish” would be set up for March 29th. Possi- 
bilities for holding a gymkhana or similar event 
were gone over and this is to be further reviewed 
at the forthcoming Social. The meeting con- 
cluded around midnight, after refreshments had 
been served by our generous hosts. 
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“I eat those T-Birds for lunch with this car.” 


Editor: While we were in Poland we also came 
across a Blown VW Special under construction. 
Jack Countryman, a friend of Harry Mershimer’s, 
has installed a Pepco blower on his modified 
VW engine. The car has a Fageol fiberglas body 
made up from a 550 Spyder model . . . weight— 
80 lbs. . . . frame weight—125 lbs. . . . antici- 
pated total weight of car—800 to 900 lbs. The 
engine and transmission are reversed as in the 


Spyder. 





I returned to the Porsche factory recently to 
pick up a new 1600 Super hardtop—my third 
Porsche. Because of a heavy snowfall (it even 
stopped the streetcars in downtown Stuttgart) 
I had to wait a bit, as some of the mechanics 
were late to work. 


In a big factory, this would not have been 
very serious, for if X isn’t there, then Y replaces 
him. Those of you who have been to Zuffen- 
hausen know that at the Porsche factory it is 
quite different—there is a specialist for adjust- 
ing the camshafts, a specialist for checking the 
finished engines on the dynamometer, and so 
on... Actually, this is the main reason I always 
buy Porsches and always go to the factory for 
service (I used to have a Bugatti, about which 
I shall speak later). 


It is an open secret, of course, that you always 
get the best service at the factory, for that’s the 
place with the greatest number of experienced 
workmen. As for the engineers and foremen at 
Zuffenhausen, some of them date their service 
back to the old Professor Porsche’s Austro- 
Daimler workshop of the 1910’s! Even though 
an agency may be organized as well as possible, 
it cannot hope to offer this type of experience. 


This brings to mind an interesting story about 
what you in America call the “Roaring 20s.” 
In October, 1922, a customer came to the Austro- 
Daimler factory to have his rear bumper re- 
paired. The car, an open four-seater phaeton, 
was bought new in March of the same year. 


When the owner described his problem to the 
head of the repair department, the foreman 
shook his head in astonishment, laughed, and 
called for the mechanics. 


“Look,” he said, “believe it or’not here is a 
man who now, in autumn, still wants spare parts 
for this March car, which haven’t been available 
for months, seeing that four new models have 
left the works in the meantime.” 


It was almost the same with Ettore Bugatti, 
whom I knew myself. He changed something on 
practically every car he produced. And now, 
I’m just a little disappointed with the Porsche 
factory. It is true, improvements are being made 
constantly, but these are details you cannot SEE, 
but only FEEL when you drive it—always the 
same car, for the past seven years. It isn’t as 
exciting as it was with the Austro-Daimlers or 
with Bugatti (where I always received all the 
spare parts I needed). 


Although not a trained mechanic, I still like 
to do some of the work myself. After 3,000 


CASTLES OF 
CHROME OR....? 


miles, for instance, I take out the sparkplugs to 
see if they have that nice deer-brown color, and 
to check if they are still gapped properly. With 
the Bugatti, it was quite different. I had to re- 
move the plugs after 1,200 miles at the most, and 
one of them was certain to be clogged. 


And, even though I now have my third 
Porsche, I still find it hard to believe that there 
are cars today which on one hand are “individ- 
ual” sports cars, as we followers of Bugatti 
would say, and which are also easy to drive, 
even in city traffic. 


But I am digressing. My main reason for writ- 
ing is an article I happened to read in “Porsche 
Panorama” while I was waiting to pick up the 
car. In this, the writer complains that there is 
always something to adjust and oftentimes some- 
thing seriously wrong with his car. 


I drove my second Porsche for 53,000 miles, 
and had a major repair only once, when the fly- 
wheel on the camshaft broke. The repair de- 
partment told me I had driven it for too long a 
time at too high a temperature, which I couldn’t 
deny. 


I had been on vacation on the edge of the 
Sahara, where the temperature never went be- 
low 100 degrees and usually was around 115- 
120. Couple this with many hours of driving 
the Porsche flat out on the straight North African 
roads, and the result was not to be unexpected. 


Perhaps the man who wrote the “Porsche 
Panorama” article doesn’t drive the car properly. 
He might be better off with a Rolls-Royce or a 
Ford Fairlane. As far as I’m concerned—and 
this is the primary reason for this letter—I 
much prefer to drive a car that has individuality, 
a car I have to cope with, a car to which I 
can “talk.” 


This is perhaps an old-fashioned way of 
thinking, but maybe we Europeans are that way. 
I would hate to have a “perfect” car, without 
any caprice. Shouldn’t we have an inner relation 
to our car? I don’t think I could ever have 
such a relation with a “castle of chrome” (that’s 
what we call the new American models). 


I have a friend who is a psychologist and a 
Porsche driver, who has formulated his theory 
much better than I could ever do. He was once 
asked how long he would continue to drive his 
strange little car. 


He answered, “there are two ways of driving 
cars. In the normal ones, you are part of the 
load. You are carried by the car just as a 
parcel is carried. In the Porsche, however, you 

... drift to page 14 
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BROKEN CLUTCH LEVER 
RETURN SPRING 


If you have a 1500, sigh with relief and scan 
over this ... you’re in good shape . . . the broken 
spring can be replaced without removing the 
engine. 

If you own a 1600 with the #644 transmis- 
sion, read and weep if your spring is broken. 





The clutch lever return spring retails for 15 
cents, plus the usual 8% tax. If it breaks on 
the above mentioned 1600's, the fateful words 
of “engine out” are heard. First, the engine must 
be removed from the car. Then take off the 
retaining springs for the throw-out bearing; 
remove the throw-out bearing. Now, look at the 
clutch cross shaft running across the trans- 
mission bell housing. You will see two pins 
located there . . . punch the pins out and you 
can pull the clutch lever out. Remove your 
broken spring and throw it across the Dela- 
ware. Get your new spring (you can use a 
Volkswagen spring) ; push the clutch lever back 
and fit the new spring as pictured in the shop 
manual. Knock the pins back in the cross shaft 
and refit the throw-out bearing. By the way, 
as long as you have everything out, why not 
check your pressure plate and clutch .. . kill 
all the birds with that well known one stone. 
Before installing the engine, check that the 
spring is fitted correctly and working properly. 
Now, install the engine and check your clutch 
adjustment. 


It boils down to this ... a 15 cent part... 
if you don’t replace it, you’re going to have 
troubles (ruin the throw-out bearing, for one 
thing.) To replace it, it’s “engine out” and 
that “ain’t” cheap. One explanation for the 
breaking of springs is the cold weather . . . this 
could stand some metallurgical studies by the 
factory. 


CARBURETOR 
AIR CLEANERS 


Everywhere we drive, we encounter dust in 
the air. The Porsche engines, like any other 
internal combustion engines, thrive on that air 
and so are constantly, while running, breathing 
in dust laden air. The carburetor air filters 
with which the Porsche is originally endowed 
would stop the big stuff but I couldn’t see where 
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they would really be efficient on the finer par- 
ticles, which in volume, can damage an engine 
plenty. To this, I believe you will agree. At 
dustier times of the year, particularly in certain 
regions of the U.S.A., it is quite conceivable 
that the matter of properly servicing the original 
equipment air cleaners would be of no small 
concern. I, therefore, procured from a friend, 
who is a Fram representative, their complete 
catalog and specification sheets, including data 
relative to tests they had completed on various 
carburetor air cleaners and filters. I felt certain 
that Fram would have something that could be 
adapted to my Porsche, and by golly, I was go- 
ing to have it! 


After measuring the OD (Outside Diameter) 
at the top of the 32 PBIC Solex carburetor and 
checking the clearances in that area relative to 
the side and back of the engine compartment 
and the air shroud of the engine, I began check- 
ing the various models available in the Fram 
spec sheets. One of the requisites was, naturally, 
the need of the 1600 N engine in CFM (Cubic 


Feet per Minute of air) at maximum rpm. A 


CA 120 PL 
Filter 


61 16° —————»! 





‘wemereee 4-9/16 ————>» 


Paper element is 
protected by wire 
screening. 


4-cycle gasoline engine of 100 cu. in. displace- 
ment, at 5000 rpm, requires 116 CFM of air at 
intake. I thus had two basic needs: (1) A 
filter element container that would provide a 2” 
diameter throat to fit the 32 PBIC carburetor, 
and (2) A filter element amply sufficient for 


FA 121-1 PL 
Holder 


Winged nut. 





Top cover. 


Base. 




















Slits made with 


Hold-down rod must be hack sew. 


shortened 2” and re-threaded. 
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. . . the accepted standard throughout the world! 


HI-Fl FM AM AUTORADIO e gives you the magic of FM as you drive .. . with 
exquisite HI-Fl sound reproduction! All the quality of your home Hi-Fi, backed with 
extra power for reception in “blank spots” where other radios fail. The Becker 
Autoradio, crafted by West German specialists, extremely compact for installation 
in sports cars, autos, boats, planes. 


Reims Short Wave Adapter plugs into any Becker radio; and Marine Band models 
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116 CFM, plus other requisites of space and 
clearances around the installation and amount 
of work required to adapt the components. After 
due deliberations, I decided on the following 
components: 


a. The FA 121-1 PL Fram filter, which comes 
equipped with CA 121 PL element. This filter 
has a 234” diameter throat with a 114” rise to 
the base. The filter element is too high to provide 
top clearance on the carburetor for cylinders 1 
and 2 due to the curvature of the body. 


b. Filter element CA 120 PL. It has identi- 
cal OD and ID of the CA 121, but is only 1%” 
in height as compared to 3%” of the CA 121, 
yet one element provides ample cleaning ca- 
pacity, filter wise, that the motor requires which 
should be ample safety factor. 


Your local Fram dealer will probably do the 
same as mine—exchange elements with you, 
keeping the CA 121 PL elements that come with 
the FA 121-1 PL filters in exchange for the 
CA 120 PL elements which you need for the 
installation. List price of one complete unit, 
in this area, is $8.76, plus tax. 


The following modifications were made on 


the FA 121-1 PL holders: 


a. The center hold-down rod had to be short- 
ened 2” and rethreaded due to the shorter filter 


some dealer territories still open © write for details 


» your new road to driving pleasure 


element being used. 


b. With a hacksaw, cut eight vertical slits, 
34,” in depth, in the throat to allow contraction 
when clamp is tightened. (The throat is solid 
as furnished by Fram.) 


Installation: Cement a strip of 14” cork 
gasket material, of sufficient width and length 
to encircle the outside of the carburetor where 
the original equipment filter clamps on. This 
adequately fills the space which results from 
a 2” carburetor top and the 23%” of the filter 
holder. The base is then set on and proper 
clamping applied with a water hose clamp of 
sufficient size for proper fit, set the element on 
the base, set on the top hold-down section of the 
holder and tighten the wing nut. The gasket 
material probably will not be needed on Super 
installations due to larger size of the 40 PBIC 
carburetors. Permatex is a good bonding agent 
for the cork material. This installation could be 
improved by those that have a welding torch 
available, thus by removing some metal and re- 
welding the throat of the filter can, they could 
eliminate the use of gasket material in the in- 
stallation. 


The paper filter elements are quite easily 
cleaned and with the light demand upon them 
by the 1600 engine, and proper cleaning at 
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First for '58 at Pomona 


Pomona, California, Feb. 9. °58. The Cali- 
fornia Sports Car Club opeued the 1958 west 
coast racing season this weekend with their 
sixth running of the Pomona Road Races. 


Sunday’s seven events included two one-hour 
features divided at 1500 cc modified. The small 
bore go was a terrific victory for Jack McAfee 
in the Porsche RS Spyder. The drop of the 
starter’s flag saw Lance Reventlow in a spurt 
to the lead in his new Climax twin-cam Cooper. 
Miles took out after Lance while McAfee 
threaded his way through the pack, having 
stalled at the start. It was immediately evi- 
dent that Lance wanted to push the Cooper right 
into the winner’s circle. After the two swapped 
places several times, Miles finally stayed ahead 
on the main straight. By this time, McAfee 
was dealing with the Maserati of Bob Oker. 
Next, after being overtaken by McAfee’s Spyder, 
the Cooper came to a halt with an inoperative 
shift linkage. McAfee set about whittling down 
Miles’ twelve second lead by as much as two 
seconds per lap. We clocked laps at 1:21% 
which would seem to be a lap record for McAfee. 
For several laps it was nose to tail—then wheel 
to wheel and Jack McAfee pulled away to win 


by four seconds. The average was 85.9 mph for 
the two-mile, eleven-turn course. Ken Miles, of 
course, was second followed by Oker in the 
Maserati. 


It was a day of upsets as Betty Shutes literally 
nosed out Ruth Levy, both driving Porsche 
Spyders in the ladies six lapper. After spinning 
on turn ten, Ruth caught up with Betty but never 
could get past her front wheel, and thus it 
ended. Ruth is a charter member of the “Once 
Over Lightly” club for drivers who have seen 
the track from what one might call an inverted 
position. (Whether there will be a “Second Time 
Over Sprightly” club after her roll in Stirling 
Mess’ car at Nassau has not been determined.) 
Usually following Ruth in her many victories, 
today, Betty Shutes turned the tables. 


The under two litre production race was a 
four way race for first overall during most of 
the twenty-minute race duration. The Carreras 
got a real rough time from the 1600 Supers and 
a hot Morgan. Ronnie Bucknam was first over- 
all and in Class E driving a 1600 S at 77.8 mph, 
followed by D. D. Michelmore in a Carrera 
(first in Class F) and George Spears in a 
1600 S. Splitting the classes at 11% litres leaves 


presents the most complete selection 
of Special Dashboard Instruments for Porsche 


MECHANICAL CLOCK 
$13.75 


made by VDO Tachometer Werke, Germany. 


AMMETER $4.35 


In addition to the accessories shown, VDO Instruments has available all 
original, factory-installed Instruments and Flexible Shafts . . . also complete 
Repair Service by German-trained mechanics. 


For FREE INFORMATION state model and year of your Porsche and write to: 


VDO Instruments, 4475F Cass Avenue, Detroit 1, Michigan 
In Canada write to: NICKAM, 99 Floral Parkway, Toronto 15, Ontario 





Oll PRESSURE GAUGE 
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the 1500 Supers paired with the Carreras. Ed 
Barker did not let that bother him. With his 
much raced 1500 S Speedster, he took home 
second in Class F silverware and posted a fifth 
overall. 


The Berkeley Roadsters made their first ap- 
pearance in the new Class J. These one-third 
litre monsters had a real go—about six of them. 
The drivers seemed to be having a ball. We 
clocked class winner Bruce Tegner on a 65 mph 
average lap—not bad for 1600! 


We can not neglect the showing of E. Forbes 
Robinson in his quick MG A _ (with bent 
Coventry panels). In the final dice, an all 
MG race, Robbie averaged 79.5 mph—not only 
above the 1600 S but just surpassing the time of 
Frank Cairns in the winning °58 Corvette. 


The only low spot of the day happened when 
the fact became known that the camera film was 
jammed; thus, losing about a dozen good shots. 
We still feel low, Low, LOW! 

Jack & Ginny Case 


SO 


BELTS AND BRUSHES 


Major Oscar H. Stroh, Linglestown, Pa., 
sends along some tips this month. Oscar drives 
a 1500 N coupe. 


For over a year he has been using as a fan 
belt on his 1500, a Sears Roebuck Craftsman 
belt, size 1x35 inches (costs 65 cents from 
the catalogue and 95 cents in retail stores) and 
getting better service from it than any of the 
German belts that he has used. It requires 
fewer adjustments (apparently has less stretch.) 





Last year, he had trouble with his starter; 
one time he would press the button and it would 
turn over and the next time, no response. Test- 
ing seemed to indicate that the solenoid had 
gone bad and so it was replaced with a new 
one and everything went fine for approximately 
one week. Then the same thing happened all 
over again and only after several hours of 
checking did they find’ that the trouble was 
“worn starter brushes.” They had not appeared 
to have been too worn so were not checked until 
nothing else was left. Oscar passes on the word, 
if starter trouble occurs, check the brushes first 
and possibly save money. He has driven around 
10,000 miles since the brushes were changed and 
has had no recurrence of the trouble. 


WANTED 


Complete 1500 workshop manual. Please, if 
you have one of these “classics” which you aren’t 
using, help me. 

David Krumbhaar, 
Radnor, Pa. 


NEW SKI RACK 


Pictured on a 1600 coupe is a revolutionary 
new ski rack which fits on the roof, trunk, or 
side of the car. It’s secured by simply closing 
the levers on 4 vacuum cups. These vacuum cups 
make it impossible for the rack to come off 
without first releasing the levers. There is a 
joint in the crossbar, making it easy to adapt 
to a curved surface. A luggage rack will be 
available shortly also. 

Write to: Auto Associates 
P.O. Box 2091 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 
There is a 10% discount to all PCA members. 








RECENT AND READABLE 


Motor Trend 

March, 1958—>p. 67. Porsche Designers Busy. 
Seems the factory has been testing a new racing 
car. Features: car much lower than anything 
Porsche has built; new front and rear axles; 
powered by new engine with Fletcher “jet- 
cooling” and direct fuel injection. 
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regular intervals, a set should last from 10,000 
to 15,000 miles, depending upon conditions 
under which they are driven. Using the open 
end of the tube on a tank type vacuum cleaner 
is the easiest thorough way to clean the elements 
and care should be taken to never puncture or 
otherwise damage the paper filler. 


If there is any doubt about the efficiency of 
this filter, remove the top of the holder and 
place a dab of white grease on the anchor strap 
of the hold-down rod, inside the element, replace 
the top and drive your Porsche for 1,000 miles. 
Be sure to use a grease that will not melt at top- 
of-carburetor temperatures. Remove the top of 
the holder after the 1,000 miles of driving and 
you won't find enough dust on the white grease 
to even change the color of it! 


A filter that good certainly deserves to be 
on a Porsche! 


Note: The newey models, with the revised 
throttle linkage, will not accommodate this filter. 
However, there probably is one made by Fram 
that can be adapted. 

Jim Pickens 
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RPMs 


. . . We caught the Telephone Time’s “The 
Checkered Flag” the other night . . . seems they 
like to talk about Porsches and show pictures of 
our pride and joy, but they just won’t let a poor 
little speedster beat their movie special . . . oh 
well, movies will always be movies. We have 
received a lot of requests for the new part num- 
bers covering such things as the new clutch and 
gear shift lever . . . sorry folks, nothing has 
come through on these . . . expect it will be late 
spring before anything. You can feel mighty 
silly riding along a road warming up a Normal 
at 2500 rpm and be passed by a GT Carrera 
warming up at 4000 .. . especially after you just 
said you would pull them out of your exhaust 
pipes . . . dreamer. Imagine-a lot of PCAers 
have gotten plenty of experience with their “be- 
loveds” in snow . . . hear MAX BUNNELL and 
HANS FORSTER won’t find their Porsches till 
spring. The CASES would love to meet a PCAer 
with a private plane going to Sebring from 
California . . . the plane really doesn’t have to 
be powered by a Porsche engine. JOHN CUEVAS 
cleaned up at the Daytona Speed Week Sports 
Car Races ... . Hope the natives don’t kidnap 
our PCA drivers at SEBRING. 


"58 JERSEY DEVIL 
CHAMPIONSHIP RALLY 


Presented by THE SOUTH JERSEY SPORTS 
CAR CLUB on APRIL 27, 1958. This will be a 
300 mile, no gimmick, championship caliber 
rallye, with start and finish near interchanges 
of the N.J. Turnpike. There will be trophies to 
the first six places and also three team trophies. 

Let’s see some PCA teams from the nearby 
regions bring home the trophies. 


Address all inquiries to: 
John E. Entwistle, 
Shinnecock Trail, 
Medford Lakes, N. J. 
JOHN is a PCAer with a real fast 1600 Super 


coupe. 


TRANSMISSION RATIO FOR USA 


Vehicle type: 356A/1500 GS (Carrera “GRAN 
TURISMO”) 

Transmission type: 644 

As of Transmission No.: 16416 

Effective date: 9/25/57 


In order to meet the requirements of many 
U.S. sports car drivers, the factory has decided 
to install a ring gear : bevel pinion ratio of 
6:31 and a 4th gear ratio 26/23 in their Car- 
rera models. 


They feel that these ratios will correspond to 
the conditions in most rallyes and competition 
events in the United States. The ring gear bevel 
pinion ratio 7:31 will, however, still be in- 
stalled on special request. 
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FOR SALE 

Late °55-1500N Coupe, silver, red interior, 
Michelin X tires, Abarth muffler, Marchal driv- 
ing lights, Telefunken radio, head rests, seat belts, 
odometer with 1/10’s, fire extinguisher, two 
extra Dunlop tires with less than 6,000 miles. 


Allen B. Fine, 

1207 N. Boulevard 

Richmond, Va. 
Editor’s note: Allen wants to go to Stuttgart in 
October, so the “lady” is on the block. Make 
him an offer. 


Allen Fine and ‘‘Lady"’; and below, 
Some of the Trophies Collected 





CHRISTOPHORUS MAILING 


Christophorus will be mailed to the subscriber 
direct from the factory beginning with the March 
issue. This will bring it to you quicker ... BUT, 
we no longer receive a discount. The rate will be 
$3.60 per year to everyone . . . (but it’s still a 
bargain). Send your subscriptions or renewals 
direct to the factory. We are expecting a supply 
of subscription blanks shortly if you need some. 
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are a part of the whole: You have become a part 
of the car, and your own five senses have become 
integrated with the chassis and the engine.” 


I am not an author, but perhaps there aren’t 
any authors who could interpret the technical 
(and spiritual too, perhaps) phenomena of the 
Porsche in a definitive manner. I just wanted 
to give you my opinion. 


And so, with a winking of the headlight (do 
you do this in America too?) ... 
Jean Benoit 














SERVICE CENTER 
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 


Staffed by PORSCHE 


Factory Trained Technician 


NICHOLAS MATTLINGER 


Nick says: | have spent over 6 years working exclusively with 
PORSCHE, of which 42 years were spent in Switzerland and the 
rest of the time at the main PORSCHE factory in Stuttgart, Ger- 
many, preparing for my job here in America with MANHATTAN 
Auto. 





Bring your PORSCHE to me. | guarantee you the best mechani- 
cal service anywhere. 





For Appointment Call—JE. 4-8200 


PORSCHE factory tools eile Nanialik uae obit 
PORSCHE factory parts ea ee 
PORSCHE factory equipment 
Complete line of PORSCHE accessories 


PORSCHE SHOWROOMS 
sc sacienascdeismnlasetta ceil 7th & R Sts., N. W. 
EMT ll 
ST cits da sioniveiradbaantonedspstessibenicvesnantensanieessnads Lee Hwy. at Merrifield 
rene eee eee patnhoseuretanbiodl 1810 King St. 


IMPORTED CARS 
Since 1914 DAVID Lt HERSON. Pres. 








CONTI RUBBER 
15 WILLIAM STREET, 


res; 
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WAREHOUSES IN 


PRODUCTS INC. 
NEW YORK 5, N. Y. 
HAnover 2-6156 















































Drive in Safety 


at High Speeds! 


Safety at high speeds depends largely on the 
road holding, skid resistance and braking ability 
of your tires. 
CONTINENTAL SUPER RECORD TIRES - tried 
and proved in major races all over the world — 
assure this safety. The distinctive zigzag tread 
pattern is designed to give good cornering 
stability and road-holding, while the tread 
compound itself is specially made to retain its 
grip on the road surface in any kind of weather. 
As the pressure is evenly distributed over the 
full width of the flatter tread there is reduced 
wear, improved skid resistance and better 
stopping power. 
Discriminating owner-drivers of fast sports 
cars everywhere fit 


@ntinental 
SUPER RECORD 
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